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Classified  By:  Ambassador  Marie  L.  Yovanovitch,  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) 


IQ.  (C)  SUMMARY.  On  April  4,  Senator  Robert  Dole  held  a 
positive  meeting  with  President  Bakiyev  and  Foreign  Minister 
Karabayev.  Bakiyev  said  that  he  understands  the  importance 
of  the  Manas  Air  Base,  but  the  outstanding  questions,  such  as 
compensation,  the  September  collision,  the  December  6 
shooting  incident,  and  provisions  of  the  agreement,  still 
need  to  be  resolved.  He  also  requested  assistance  with 
contracts  in  Afghanistan  and  more  Base  contracts  with  local 
businessmen.  Senator  Dole  agreed  and  said  he  thought 
outstanding  issues  could  be  resolved  quickly  and  fairly.  END 
SUMMARY . 

POSITIVE  TONE 


%2 . (C)  On  April  4,  Senator  Robert  Dole  met  with  President 

Bakiyev  and  Foreign  Minister  Karabayev.  The  meeting  began 
with  a couple  of  jokes,  which  set  the  tone  for  a positive  and 
relaxed  half  hour.  Bakiyev  thanked  Dole  for  coming  to 
Kyrgyzstan  and  said  that  the  Senator's  visit  was  a positive 
step  in  promoting  and  expanding  the  bilateral  relationship. 

He  noted  that  relations  had  been  close  and  productive  for  the 
past  fifteen  years.  Bakiyev  added  that  Kyrgyz-American 
cooperation  on  the  Manas  Air  Base  was  also  a strong  component 
in  the  fight  against  terrorism  in  Afghanistan. 

1.3.  (C)  Senator  Dole  thanked  President  Bakiyev  and  extended 


best  wishes  from  President  BuSh.  He  said  President  Bush  was 
interested  in  a good  relationship  with  Kyrgyzstan,  that  was 
getting  stronger  and  better  every  day.  He  noted  that  there 
have  been  a few  problems,  which  need  to  be  resolved,  but  said 
he  was  confident  they  would  be  settled  objectively  and 
fairly.  Dole  said  that  the  Base  is  important  to  Coalition 
efforts,  especially  now  with  the  spring  offensive.  He  said 
he  hoped  the  Base  would  continue  in  Kyrgyzstan  for  some  time. 

He  concluded  his  opening  presentation  by  applauding 
Kyrgyzstan's  independence,  democratic  changes,  and 
leadership.  He  stated  that  the  key  word  for  Kyrgyzstan  is 
stability  and  that  the  U.S.  wants  to  strengthen  its 
relationship  with  Kyrgyzstan  and  with  President  Bakiyev, 
personally . 

BAKIYEV:  CONSTRUCTIVE  APPROACH 


14.  (C)  Bakiyev  thanked  Dole  for  his  appraisal  of  the 

relationship,  with  which  he  very  much  agreed.  He  said  that 
while  the  bilateral  relationship  is  growing  and  expanding, 
there  are  some  outstanding  questions  regarding  the  Base, 
which  need  to  be  resolved.  There  are  questions  regarding 
compensation  (which  he  then  stated  were  mostly  resolved), 
resolution  of  the  collision  accident  involving  "his  personal 
aircraft,"  the  Ivanov  shooting  incident  of  December  6,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  bilateral  base  agreement.  The 
President  said  that  we  need  to  work  through  these  problems, 
and  they  can  and  should  be  resolved  between  the  MFA  and  the 
Embassy . 

1.5.  (C)  Bakiyev  continued  that  the  bilateral  relationship  is 

divided  into  three  areas:  economic,  political,  and  military. 

On  the  economic  side,  the  Kyrgyz  had  repeatedly  requested 
assistance  with  contracts  in  Afghanistan,  but  so  far  the  U.S. 
had  not  responded.  Here  in  Kyrgyzstan,  the  President 
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believed  that  the  Base  should  be  concluding  more  contracts 
with  local  providers  in  the  area  of  food  supplies  and  water. 
He  noted  that  Kyrgyzstan  should  be  getting  more  economic 
dividends  from  the  base;  but  so  far  the  Kyrgyz  "do  not  feel 
it."  Dole  replied  that  he  agreed,  and  the  Ambassador  said 
she  would  follow  up  with  the  Base  Commander. 

16.  (C)  In  the  political  sphere,  Bakiyev  said  that 
Kyrgyzstan  enjoys  more  democracy  than  any  country  in  the 
former  Soviet  Union.  He  granted  that  reform  was  necessary, 
particularly  in  the  judicial  system  and  law  enforcement. 
Bakiyev  stated  that  he  was  prepared  for  constitutional 
reform,  but  not  under  pressure  of  the  crowds,  as  had  been 
done  in  November.  He  wanted  the  U.S.  and  other  countries  to 
be  partners  with  the  government  and  support  his 
constitutional  reform  effort  - "not  the  other  way  around." 
Foreign  embassies  needed  to  work  with  the  NGOs  and  the 
Opposition  and  explain  democratic  principles. 

17.  (C)  Regarding  military  cooperation,  Bakiyev  said  that 
from  the  beginning  he  had  said  that  the  Base  was  important 
for  Coalition  efforts  in  Afghanistan  and  should  stay  until 
the  mission  was  complete.  He  recalled  the  incursions  in 
Batken  in  1999  and  2000,  which  were  connected  to  the 
situation  in  Agf ghanistan ; that  is  why  Kyrgyzstan  is 
committed  to  the  Base,  he  said. 

18.  (C)  Senator  Dole  thanked  the  President  for  his  positive 
comments  about  the  Manas  Air  Base  and  reiterated  his  hope 
that  differences  between  the  U.S.  and  Kyrgyzstan  can  be 
resolved  rapidly.  He  asked  whether  it  was  fair  to  convey  a 
positive  message  to  President  Bush  about  the  Base.  Bakiyev 
responded  that  he  understands  the  importance  of  the  Base,  but 
the  outstanding  questions  regarding  the  Base  need  to  be 
resolved.  Dole  concluded  by  saying  that  he  would  be  following 
up  in  the  U.S.,  and  Bakiyev  said  he  was  counting  on  it. 


COMMENT 


f.9 . (C)  This  is  the  most  positive  meeting  we  have  had  with 

Bakiyev  in  a long  time,  and  it  is  the  most  positive  statement 
regarding  the  Base  he  has  made  in  the  last  year  and  a half  at 
least.  This  meeting  tracks  with  the  earlier,  separate 
meetings  Ambassador  had  with  Foreign  Minister  (Ref tel  A) and 
Defense  Minister  (Ref tel  B)  regarding  Kyrgyzstan's  commitment 
to  the  Base.  Nevertheless,  "questions  about  the  Base,"  as 
Bakiyev  puts  it,  remain  and  need  to  be  resolved  as  quickly  as 
possible  and  in  a manner  that  addresses  Kyrgyz  realities,  so 
that  we  can  ensure  that  this  new  and  positive  commitment 
regarding  the  Base  remains  Kyrgyzstan's  national  position. 
YOVANOVITCH 


